
ANCESTRAL SCIENCE PODCAST 
SEASON 2: Episode 12 (audio/video) 

with MICHELLE ROBINSON 
“Reconnecting the human in Science, Law, Health, & Society” 

 
The Ancestral Science podcast fam ALL got to chat with Sahtu Dene mother, wife, activist, 
political organizer, and podcast host Michelle Robinson (they/them) about the game and 
everyday application of mathematics, how nature talks back to us, the silence of snow as a 
teaching, dogs as ancestors, natural law vs. colonial law, colonization,  addictions and 
uranium, and how the future and sustainability of the earth lies with the teachings of 
reciprocity, respect, and circle of life of Indigenous Peoples. 
 
Michelle generously donated her honoraria to www.skippingstone.ca, and organization that 
empowers trans folks here in Treaty 7.  
 
Remember, you can support the pod and rock some unique Indigenous Science merch at 
www.relationalsciencecircle.com/shop, all proceeds go towards Knowledge Keeper 
honoraria, following protocols, and keeping the pod going. 
 
SHOWNOTES: 
 
What is Science to you?: 
 (Michelle)  -bigger than what I can comprehend 
   -A rabbit hole of life 
   -always asking “why?” 
 (Emil)  -about inquiring minds 
   -the universe and its questions 
 
Language of Snow and Nature: 
 (Michelle) -nature talks back, ancestral science and language 
    -“Indigenous Song Keepers-ecological knowledge in music”  
    -Nitohta: Listen to Earthsounds 

A Teacher Resource Guide on Listening and Creating 
   -there is a silence within the snow 
 (Emil)  -when it’s snowing, its peaceful 
   -natural diYusion 
    -Snow Science 
Snow Dogs: 
 (Michelle) -Canada just apologized for mass killing of sled dogs in Nunavik 

- over 1000 sled dogs were killed by RCMP without consideration for 
the dogs role in community survival (hunting, navigating ect). CBC 
article, APTN, video 
-dogs were/are our connection to the land 
 

http://www.skippingstone.ca/
http://www.relationalsciencecircle.com/shop
https://theconversation.com/indigenous-song-keepers-reveal-traditional-ecological-knowledge-in-music-123573
https://nac-cna.ca/en/artsalive/resource/nitohta-listen-to-earthsounds/module/35854
https://ourwinterworld.org/snow-and-people/snow-and-alaska-native-peoples/indigenous-knowledge-about-snow/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/nunavik-dog-slaughter-apology-1.7391834
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/nunavik-dog-slaughter-apology-1.7391834
https://www.aptnnews.ca/national-news/feds-apologize-for-rcmps-slaughter-of-inuit-sled-dogs/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ix-oI2JMjCo


Maslow’s Pyramid: 
(Michelle) -Maslow’s’ Hierarchy of Needs- originally connected to Indigenous 

communities, stolen and appropriated.  
 Before Maslow: whitewashing of Indigenous Knowledge 

Wiki (colonial version) 
 
First Nations Governance: 

(Michelle) -First Nations Principles of OCAP (ownership, control, access, 
possession) over data collection processes 

 -this is how we can protect traditional knowledge, how to keep it 
connected to land and community in a good way. 

 
Disabilities as Gifts: 

(Michelle) -Hal Eagletail (Tsuut’ina) speaks of anxiety, ADHD, depression, 
disabilities, are all gifts from Creator. These are ways of perceiving, 
understanding, navigating the world that are unique and should be 
seen a gifts, even a superpower. 

   -ADHD- translated as “person who does many things” 
 
Indigenous/Natural Law: 
 (Michelle) -Natural Law is diYerent than colonial law 

-natural law is about balance, the circle, reciprocity, and 
relationships.  
-colonial law is about power, hierarchy of humans over the 
land, hierarchy of white/European humans over BIPOC 
humans. 

   -how to reconnect the human with science and society 
-subjective human cannot be disconnected from objective 
global science. 

   -there cannot be a work/life balance, that disconnect is harmful 
 
Midwifery: 
 (Michelle) -a lot of racism and dehumanization on current hospitals. 
   -disconnect of birth from human, community, spirit, and land 
   National Council of Indigenous Midwives 
   Indigenous Midwifery in Alberta 
   Māori Midwives Aotearoa 
 
Indigenous Sign Language: 
 Article 
 Plains Sign Language 
  
Drug Crisis and Indigenous Peoples: 
 (Michelle) -we all have a Treaty Right to Health 

https://shanesafir.com/2020/12/before-maslows-hierarchy-the-whitewashing-of-indigenous-knowledge/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maslow%27s_hierarchy_of_needs
https://fnigc.ca/ocap-training/
https://indigenousmidwifery.ca/
https://www.alberta-midwives.ca/blog/alberta-indigenous-midwifery
https://ngamaiatrust.org/home
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/indigenous-sign-languages-in-canada
https://www.ucalgary.ca/people/darin-flynn/indigenous-sign-languages-in-Canada


   -this right includes sharing and having access to medicines 
   -shelters and prisons are not safe 

-we are demonizing folks with addiction, but its not their fault, it is 
what has been done TO them (see the Indian Act, residential schools, 
60s scoop, ect) 
-need culturally appropriate mental health 

 Reconciliation & Overdose Crisis 
 BC Indigenous people hit harder by Drug Crisis 
 Opioid Crisis and Indigenous Communities 
 
Sustainability: 

(Michelle) -20% of the Land hosts 80% biodiversity (often these lands have 
Indigenous caretakers) 

 -Seeds (movie, 2018): trailer 
 -California’s Beaver Bill- bringing the beaver back to California 
 
Uranium and Dene People: 
 Canada’s Uranium Highway: Victims & Perpetrators 
 “Silenced” history of Dene Uranium Carriers 
 Echoes of the Atomic Age 
 
Important Reconciliation Resources: 
 Truth & Reconciliation Commission of Canada 
 8Th Fire, Wab Kinew article, video 
 Reconciliation Action Group 
  FB- Reconciliation Action Group 
  IG @reconciliation_action_group 
  X @ReconiliACTgr 
 https://www.nativecalgarian.com  
 The Indian Act 
 National Indigenous Economic Strategy 
 UNDRIP 
 Pam Palmater: Idol no More 
 Treaty Right to Health, UBC Treaty Rights to Health 
 Richard Van Camp 
 American Indian Codetalkers of WWII 
 
General Links: 
https://www.nativecalgarian.com  
www.skippingstone.ca  
https://usay.ca (Urban Society of Aboriginal Youth) 
 
Gratitude to the support from JUAN-CARLOS CHAVEZ, the editing and audio skills of EMIL 
STARLIGHT of Limelight Multimedia, and ALEX FLETT for marketing and pod support. 

https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC6291395/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/first-nations-toxic-drug-crisis-2023-1.7126994
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/2024/10/03/opioid-crisis-devastates-indigenous-communities-in-canada/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BL80faqt0L4
https://oaec.org/californias-beaver-bill-signed-by-governor/#:~:text=Assembly%20Bill%202196%20codifies%20the,Gavin%20Newsom%20signed%20the%20legislation.
https://capebretonspectator.com/2019/08/07/canadas-uranium-dene-bomb/
https://www.royalroads.ca/news/bird-silenced-history-dene-uranium-carriers
https://www.ccnr.org/deline_deaths.html
https://nctr.ca/
https://www.cbc.ca/firsthand/m_blog/8th-fire-wabs-walk-through-history
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_yKQ_g94weuGKKFT6lgAS8J_bjL9_EgP
https://www.nativecalgarian.com/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/timeline/the-indian-act#:~:text=The%20Indian%20Act%20is%20the,power%20on%2012%20April%201876.
https://niestrategy.ca/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://pampalmater.com/
https://pampalmater.com/2013/01/what-is-idle-no-more-movement-really/
https://www.nccih.ca/Publications/Lists/Publications/Attachments/10361/Treaty-Right-to-Health_EN_Web_2021-02-02.pdf
https://guides.library.ubc.ca/c.php?g=735133&p=5294035
https://richardvancamp.com/
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/american-indian-code-talkers
https://www.nativecalgarian.com/
http://www.skippingstone.ca/
https://usay.ca/

